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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

 Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

 Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

 Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

 Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

 Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

 When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

 Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

 Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

 Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

 For the wine, take a cup from the basket, remove it from its bag, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it. Deposit the cup and bag in 
the receptacle as you return to your place. 
 

As you leave— 

 Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

 Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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First Sunday of Advent 
November 29 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying,” J. S. Bach 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Remain seated 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us call on the Lord in humble 

repentance, confessing our sin. 
 
From the singers as we listen and reflect— 
 

 
 
A Gracious God, we confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
P Is this also your prayer? If so, say “Amen.” 
C Amen. 
 
P Then, as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by 

his authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Stand as you are able 

Gathering Song “Fling Wide the Door,” #259 

stanzas 1, 4 

 
 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Watch!” 

A Word for Children 

P Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons 
of war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way 
of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day 
of salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake 
us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, 
and guide us along your path of peace. 

 
 O house of Jacob, come, 
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 

 
Singing— 

  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 

 
  

Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 

merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, 
and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 64:1-9 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that 
the mountains would quake at your presence— 2as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known 
to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no 
ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 



6 

 

those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because 
you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who 
calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, 
O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all 
your people. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:3-7 

  Presented by the Singers 

 
 
3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
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blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying,” #436 

stanza 2 
 

Zion hears the watchmen singing,  
And all her heart with joy is springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom, 
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
Her star is ris’n; her light is come. 
Now come, O Blessed One, 
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 
Sing hosanna! Oh, hear the call! 
Come one, come all 
And follow to the banquent hall. 

 

Gospel Mark 13:24-37 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling 
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will 
see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do 
not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—
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for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 
 

Song of the Day “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying,” #436 

Stanzas 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Church   

 
After each portion of the prayers: 
Stir up your power O Lord. . . 
C and protect us by your strength 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering  “Fling Wide the Door,”  

Robert Buckley Farlee 
 
A Let us pray. God of abundance 
C You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope 

as we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of 
all that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 

By the singers— 

 
 
P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
P Gracious Father, fill us with your Holy Spirit . . . now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

You may be seated 
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Communion 
 

By the singers— 

 
 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
P We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 

when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Song “The King Shall Come,” #260 

 

 
 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “The King Shall Come,” Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
“Fling Wide the Door,” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress;  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship, Year C ©  2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying,” Text © 1999 Aujgsburg Fortress 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister -- Pastor Burce 
 

Assisting Minister/Lector – Chris Neumann  
 

Acolyte – Bryce Neumann 
 

Singers –Dale Mortensen, Ruth King  
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacon – Ray Durban  
 

Welcoming Team – Alan & Colleen Parrott 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Maria Geier 
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In Our Prayers 
 

For the Church, as a new season begins   
 
For our immediate community, and those who hunger and thirst 
 
For local health officials, medical workers, scientists and those working in 
care facilities and at the forefront of the effort to check the pandemic 
 
For people who are tired 
 
For the business community, especially small business owners and those 
who work in the hospitality industry  
 
For those in need of healing:  C.J. Frank, Mike Green, Carol and Bob 
Kubovcik, Ken Pillivant, Dan Rossbach, Janice Snyder, 

 

Altar Flowers Are Given 
 

In memory of Bill Ratvasky by the Ratvasky family. 
 

This Week’s Commemorations 
 
Nov. 30—ST. ANDREW.   The brother of St. Peter and one of the twelve 
apostles, Andrew was the first person to be called as one of Jesus’ disciples 
(John 1:35-40).  The ancient church remembered him as having died on an 
X-shaped cross, which is therefore his symbol. 

 

December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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